
BARRY COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
November 17, 2022; 5:30pm; Tyden Center Community Room, 121 S. Church St., Hastings, MI 49058  

Meeting Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Commissioner Getty.  

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Voting Members Present (Roll Call): Cheeseman, Getty, Hayes, Jensen, Klein, LaForge, Lyke, Moore and 
Nelson. 

Absent: Fiala 

Others: Jim Dull, Barry County Drain Commissioner  

Staff: Dan Patton, Director 

 

Approval of Agenda:   

Motion made by Getty, seconded by LaForge, to approve the agenda as is for the November 17, 
2022, meeting.  Ayes: all present.  Nays: None.  Absent: Fiala. 

Motion carried 9-0.   

Limited Public Comment:  Drain Commissioner Jim Dull mentioned that he has received a quote from 
GEI Consultants, Inc. to remove woody debris (downed trees) from the Thornapple River between the 
city of Nashville to Thornapple Lake.  The price was $300,000.  Commissioner Dull was wondering if the 
Parks Department had ARPA funds to cover this work.  This stretch of river is considered a county drain 
and is approximately eight miles in length.  The contractor would do the work with no heavy machinery 
and would pull logs and brush out of the river and also cut dead and leaning trees near the river.  A 
maintenance schedule would need to be set up to remove future deadfalls.  The company has done 
similar work in the Battle Creek River. The creation of a river trail on the Thornapple was discussed.  The 
economic and recreational benefits are significant. 

Consent Items (voted upon at one time by roll call vote) 

A motion was made by Hayes, seconded by Nelson, to approve consent items 5a (October 27, 2022, 
meeting minutes), and 5b (October 31, 2022, expense report and November 15, 2022, revenue report). 

Roll call vote: Ayes: Cheeseman, Getty, Hayes, Jensen, Klein, LaForge, Lyke, Moore and Nelson. 
Nays: none 
Absent: Fiala. 
Motion passes 9-0 

 

 



Items for Consideration: 

6a. Consultant approval for the ARPA Paul Henry Thornapple Trail project was discussed.  The 
recommendation of park staff was to take the bid from Williams & Works for $144,000.  Four companies 
were asked to bid on the project.  One declined to bid, one never responded, and two bids were 
received.  Williams & Works was the lower of the two bids. 

Hayes asked if other companies could be asked to bid on the project.  At this point the entire project 
would have to be re-bid.  A motion was made by Jensen, seconded by Getty, to have Williams & Works 
be the consultants for the ARPA Trail project.   

Ayes:  Cheeseman, Getty, Klein, Lyke, Moore and Nelson. 

Nays: Hayes and LaForge 

Absent: Fiala 

Motion carries 6-2 

6b.  An amendment to the 2023 parks budget was discussed.  The original budget request of $162,598 
was denied by the County Commissioners.  An amount of $100,833 was approved instead.  The park 
budget needed to be reworked to meet this new budget amount.  Replacement of the full-time 
maintenance staff who retired in 2021 will not be possible at this time.  Also, the Mini-Grant program is 
now a separate line item.  A motion was made by Getty, seconded by Lyke, to approve the amended 
budget for 2023. 

Ayes: Cheeseman, Getty, Hayes, Jensen, Klein, LaForge, Lyke, Moore and Nelson.   

Nays: None 

Absent: Fiala 

Motion carried 9-0 

Old Business: 

There was no old business. 

New Business: 

There was no new business. 

 

Director’s report:   

 Director Patton was glad to report that the Charlton Park millage passed 56 – 43 percent.  
Maintenance and upkeep of the parks will continue to be important. 

 School groups continue to arrive at Charlton Park on weekdays, weather permitting. 
 An Old-Fashioned Christmas will be held December 10 and 11, 2022. 
 Director Patton requested a special meeting of the Barry County Parks and Recreation Commission 

on November 29, 2022 (location to be determined) to discuss an application for a SPARKS Grant for 



replacement of the east and west picnic shelters, addition of a vault toilet, and modification to the 
waterfront in the swim beach area at Charlton Park.  Installation of a new canoe/kayak launch would 
also be considered in the future. 

 The Charlton Park Barbershop refurbishment was reviewed.  Professional Code Inspection would 
hopefully be out soon to inspect and approve the footing work done to date by the contractor. 

 Smoke and intruder alarm systems at Charlton Park will need to be replaced soon, as the current 
systems are beginning to fail.  False alarms have brought the fire department to the park needlessly 
in recent weeks. A new internet service (Starlink) may be used going forward. 
 

Committee Reports: 

A. Executive (Cheeseman):  The Executive Committee met on November 10, 2022.  The 2023 
budget was reviewed, along with the SPARK Grant, and Metcalf Lake. 

B. Trails (Jensen):  The new trail has been brush-hogged by the Charlton Park Maintenance 
Supervisor and a drain tile may be needed and a bridge.  The sawmill at the park may supply 
materials for the bridge. 

C. Millage (Klein):  the millage committee will be disbanded once the final financial report has been 
submitted to the county clerk.  The Post Office box has been closed, and the bank account will 
soon be closed.  All agreed that the plastic yard sign supports were inadequate.  All-metal 
supports should be specified at the next election. 

D. Marketing (Nelson):  the committee has completed an advertisement for the community guide. 
They will meet soon to work on branding. 
 
 

Park Commissioner Time: 

Klein reported that the Parks Foundation balance was $8,346.46, down several hundred dollars from 
October.  The Friends Group would continue to work to attain funding for parks. 

Jensen thanked the Millage Committee for working to renew the Charlton Park millage. 

 

Announcements: The next BCPRC meeting will be December 22, 2022, at the Tyden Center, beginning at 
5:30 PM. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Hayes, seconded by LaForge; all ayes.  

Motion carried 9-0 and the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted:  Doug Klein, BCPRC Secretary 

 

Douglas C Klein 



 

 

 


